
Mainstream Media, Alternative Media and Fake News Assignment Outline (32%)
Mainstream media is[footnoteRef:1]: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mainstream_media  [1:  While Wikipedia is not an academic scholarly source, it can be a good place to start when you are first learning about a topic.] 

Alternative media is: http://smallbusiness.chron.com/mainstream-vs-alternative-media-21113.html
Or https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alternative_media
Fake news is: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fake_news

Review this document first so that you can better understand the topic and use it as a guide for the assignment:
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/19/learning/lesson-plans/evaluating-sources-in-a-post-truth-world-ideas-for-teaching-and-learning-about-fake-news.html

PART ONE:
Alone or in groups of no more than 5 people you are to find a news story, any news story, that:
 Went ‘viral’ on Twitter/social media – track comments and articles on social and mainstream media outlets for a one-week time period.
Ended up being ‘fake’ news: an exaggeration of a situation, smear campaign or propaganda. Once it was ‘revealed’ to be biased, fake or wrong, track the comments and articles on social and mainstream media over a one-week time period.
Create a 1-2 page write up outlining the progress of this story from ‘start’ to ‘finish’ (from when it first went viral to the change in the news cycle where it was no longer ‘relevant’). Use material from the course – cited properly – to support the points you make.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  You should always relate things to course content and cite your sources in-text and in a reference list.] 

The story does not need to be something current, it can be from any place or time period.
Here’s an example of a fake news story that occurred and the awful implications that ‘fake news’ can have[footnoteRef:3]: https://globalnews.ca/news/3106312/fake-news-claiming-hillary-clinton-ran-child-sex-ring-led-to-pizza-shop-shooting-police/ [3:  You cannot use this example.] 

PART TWO:
Create your own news story. You can use something that has really happened or completely make something up. You do not need an entire story, just a headline and image to go along with it. Most of the time when people ‘buy into’ fake news it is often based on a headline and image (like the flowers from the nuclear power plant example in the link above). Do not allow others to share it because you do not want to add to the already large amount of misinformation on the internet. Also, be sure that it’s not something that could cause harm to others – make it something ‘silly’.
Then present it to people you know and ask what they think of ‘this news story you found’. Do they believe it? What is their reaction? Did they ask questions for clarity (such as where did it come from? Etc. or did they accept it at face value)? You can make one up to look as much like a legitimate news source as possible, or make two with one that looks legitimate and another that clearly looks fake – your choice.
Write down or record (with their permission) their reactions. How did they react when you told them that you made it up?
Was your article persuasive? If so, for how many people? Did age, gender, or any other demographic characteristics discussed in class seem to play a role in whether or not they believed it? For instance, in the Stanford study in the link above they found younger people more susceptible. 
How does the media seem to reinforce or contradict certain stereotypes about people through persuasion?
What are the risks involved in this (based on the results of your study)? Remember, this is a risk course so you should be tying this back to course materials.
Be sure to tell them afterwards it was made up by you so as not to add to the distribution of fake information.
Written Submission (Parts 1 and 2): 
Alone or in a group of up to 5 people.
Your assignment should include an introduction, the methods used for your study (what you did and how you did it), results, conclusion and use of course materials to support your points– cited properly in-text and in a reference list (see OWL Purdue website for referencing help – that cite is amazing!). There is tons of material on Blackboard and your textbook, use it!
Times new roman font, 12 pt, 1 inch margins, 3-6 pages maximum excluding title pages, news story image and reference lists.
Include the news story that you created (you can use any software you want to create it).
All in one Word document or PDF
Due March 20th by 11:59pm
Video Submission:
You are to do this portion of the assignment with the same people as the written component.
Create a maximum 5 minute video presentation that discuss your research project: what was your news story? What were your results? Do we need to know some history of the topic to situate your story? Do you want to define some terms like ‘fake news’ or other things for clarity?
You can use animation, powerpoint with a voiceover, people, etc. You can pretend that you are news broadcasters presenting on this story, whatever you would like to do. Be as creative as you want.
Not all group members have to be physically in the video, but all group members are expected to contribute. As a result, you should submit – with the video link – a brief write-up of how each group member contributed to the video project.
Video links should be submitted via the dropbox and also posted to the discussion board for other students to view and comment.
Allow yourself time to submit your video as links often take longer to upload and you do not want it to be late.
Due: March 20th by 11:59pm

GRADE BREAKDOWN (32%):
Written component (22%):
Part one – 7
Part 2 - 7
Use of course and other academic material to support your points - 3
News story image and headline - 2
Format (spelling, grammar, clarity, consistency, referencing) - 3

Video (10%):
Clear links between your written submission and the video presented - 5
Formatting: can I hear it? See it? Is it slow enough to follow along? - 5





